


KATE GOTTGENS
Tired from Smiling

In an anxious era, when so much seems awry, we find ourselves grappling fo remain opfimistic. “Tired From
Smiling* the title of this exhibition, quotes the thoughts of the world- weary heroine of Joan Didion’s “Play it as
it Lays”.

The 1970s novel dealing with the ennui of contemporary society and a woman who kills time and purpose by
aimlessly driving the freeways of Los Angeles.

In the foreword to Gottgens' second publication, Kate Gottgens // Paintings 2015 — 2017, released in
conjunction with “Tired from Smiling”, Sean O'Toole describes the artist as “a kind of idneur” —traipsing the
Southern Suburbs of Cape Town in search ofimagery. This activity laterled to the comfort of Google Street View
whose stitfched panoramic ready-made could be captured through “screen-grab” as reference material.

According to Gottgens “These scenes needed to be populated and the body of images then moved from
exterior to interior scenes”. Suburban malaise, economic stasis, and an impending sense of dread are some
of the themes on display. So too is irony, humour and a luminous sense of the marvelous.

“It is because of Gottgens’s uncanny ability to deliver the extraordinary, the sublime within the prosaic, that
her paintings are never statements of life but fragile incarnations galvanised to trigger responses resistant to
finality. Suspended states, charged plateaus of feeling, Gottgens’s paintings are the startlingly familiar yet
stfrange capture of what Deleuze terms an ‘indefinite life'. Her paintings conjure ‘between-times, between
moments’ that offer ‘the immensity of an empty time where one sees the event yet to come and already
happened, in the absolute of an immediate consciousness.” — Ashraf Jamal, 2017

Kate Gottgens was born in 1965 and currently lives and works in Cape Town, South Africa. She graduated from the Mi-
chaelis School of Fine Art at the University of Cape Town in 1987, and presented her first solo exhibition in 1993. Solo shows
include: Famine at SMAC Gallery in Johannesburg, South Africa in 2016; Infinite Loop at SMAC Galllery in Stellenbosch,
South Africa in 2015; The Rising Sea at NUNC Contemporary in Antwerp, Belgium in 2015; Savage Nature at Espacio Liqui-
do in Gijon, Spain in 2014; and Malice Aforethought at SMAC Gallery in Cape Town, South Africa in 2013.

Gofttgens was the only South African to be included in Thames and Hudson's publication, 100 Painters of Tomorrow in 2014,
and, in 2015, SMAC Gallery published Kate Gottgens // Paintings 2007-2015 to coincide with her review exhibition, Infinite
Loop in Stellenbosch, South Africa. International art fairs include Miart in Milan, Italy, and SCOPE FAIR in Miami Beach, USA,
both in 2014. Gottgens presented the inaugural show, titled The Meek, at The Vault in the Silo Hotel's exhibition space in
the Silo District in Cape Town, South Africa in early 2017. Most recently, SMAC Gallery included Gottgens' work in a pre-
sentation at ARTISSIMA Fair in Turin, Italy from 3 — 5 November 2017.
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